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(0.1.A. GASE LAWYER
DENIES PAYOFF BID,

Attempt Alleged in Slahder
{ Suit Against an Agent

|

I

.« By BEN A. FRANKLIN
. Sprctal 1o The New York Times
{  WASHINGTON, April 22—A

{ well-known * Washington law-)

yer working with the Central
Intelligence Agency to defend
“one of its agents In a $110,000!;
~glander suit attempted to “pay
off" ’ the complainan.t .to drop
“the case, according ‘to state-
‘mcnts filed in. the. Federal Dis-
' triot Court hele - -
'k The la.wyer 1s; B/ 'Barret,t
Prettyman” Jr., '-aj « former}

public.until recently, the litiga-
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ia suburb of Toronto, chargmg
that Mr. Raus falsely accused

him of being an agent of they

11£.G.B,, the Soviet sceret police.

| The defense contends that the
ragent should be immune from
Y suit hecause the slander, if there
jwas one, was made in the per-
jformance of his duties.

The agency continued to de-
cline comment on ail aspects of
the case. A spokesman declined
specifically to comment on what
scemed to be implied eriticiam
of the ageney's conduct in the
case by Attorney General Ni-

icholas ch Katzenbach.

“The Juslice Department's]
comments were revealed today
in the more than 1,000 pages
of court records in tlie case,
originally filed here in Novem-
ber, 1964, Because the C. I, A's
rote in the dispute was not made

tion escaped public notice unm
this weck.
i At a hearlng before Chief

“Assistant Attorney. General and Judge Roszel C. Thomsch o=
speclal assistant at the Whitef!AP”l 14; Thomas J. Kenney, the

‘“House. He told the court that

the reported ‘'payoff” In De-;

‘ cember, 1965 had merely been'
"4 routing abtempt to seltle’ the-

Csult; out “of court: hy. negotm-i

. tom, and that the’ negotiantxons
“had failed.. -

i., [In Hast’ Lansmg Mich, i
/'Dr.. John A. Hannah, presi
‘,dent of Michigan State Uni-"{
verslty, denied __that  the
" university had knowlngly pro-
““vided a “cover" for Central

. Intelligence Agency opera- |
. tives in Vietnam in 1955-50.] !

j Mr. Prettyman's law firm,

yHogan & Hartson, is defending

'bhe intelligence ‘agent, Juri
"Raus, 39 years old. Mr. Raus

lis a Federal highway englneer|

in Washington who, the C.LA.
has acknowledged, was "concux-

‘rently” its employe. ’ i

;- In a’ telephone: interview to-

rday, Mr. Prebtyman deollned to

-say ‘whether - Mr, Raus:or the

\lnbelhgeme agency was paying

the firm's fee.”

STy can't answer hhat,"' hé

aa.fd.a.ﬂ‘-, LR P SRR Y. I

(ﬁ'ha sult., was, ‘brpught by
Wm

"r“ ‘h/

lothu that he or thé Depart-

wifore Judge Thomsen w ith Kevin

United = States -attorney for
I'Maryland, made a statentent fo
the court “at the personal and
expressed. direction”  of M.
Katzenbach, ’

“The Attorney General docs
mnt desire to malke it affirma-
tively appedar one way or the

ment of Justice necessarily ap-
prove of what w as dene here,”
ie said.

Mt. Kenncy. who appom ed be-

J. Maroney a- Justice Depart-
mept lawyer from Washington,
‘Lold” the court last weel, “The
‘Attorncy General simply wants

it.. Juade clear that, dlthough he|.

is tapproving the legal aspects
of this thing, he is expressing
no opinion one way or the other
as to Whether he approves -or
'disapprovés of -the. conduct ot;
|the defendant..',' Lo I
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